
A GUIDE TO KEY EVENTS 



Hannah Kisiala
JCR Development Officer 2023  

Welcome everyone! This is your comprehensive
guide to the events happening during your
Freshers’ Week. Make sure you follow our

Instagram @castlefreshersweek23
as I’ll be posting any updates or changes on

there, and look out for an email about access to
a freshers Facebook group. 

Your Freshers’ Pack contains your Freshers’ Wristband,
which gets you access to our most popular events, club
nights, photographs, etc., and it comes with the 2023

Fresher tshirt, college waterbottle, and more! It’s a no-
brainer for having a once-in-a-lifetime Freshers Week… 

Read on for more information
about the timetable and events. See

you in September!

My top tip for you? Get the

Freshers’ Pack!

Buy yours here 

https://pay.durham.ac.uk/optional-college-payments/university-college-freshers-pack-20232024
https://pay.durham.ac.uk/optional-college-payments/university-college-freshers-pack-20232024


Note: This is subject to some minor adjustments, so go follow our
Instagram and join the Facebook group for updates! 
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A-Z
‘Hound‘ is the college term for a party in the Undie (our college bar), so dress
up in your best animal fancy dress and come on down! There’ll be inflatables,
face painting, a photographer, and a live band in the courtyard too! 

MONDAY 25TH

FRIDAY 29TH
Our fabulous college party before Freshtival on Saturday. We’ve got
inflatables, bespoke mocktails and cocktails, a live band, the award-winning
acapella group ‘Northern Lights’, a photographer, and that’s just the
beginning…so bring your mates, dress up, and come along for an
unforgettable night, it’s going to be big! 

CCA AFTERNOON
THURSDAY 28TH
CCA stands for Castle Community Action, led by our Outreach Officer
Olivia. This will be a great opportunity to meet people by trying out some
of our volunteering, specifics and sign-ups will come closer to the time.



Check out all the professional casino games we’ll have around the castle,
connect over drinks and music in the Undie (special mocktail and cocktail
on the night!) and chill out to our live Jazz guitarist. Dress up theme is
Roaring ‘20s! 

TUESDAY 26TH

SUNDAY 1ST
The night before term starts we’ll be having our yearly chilled movie night
in the Great Hall. Vote on our socials for what movie you want to see, bring
a blanket and hot drink, and unwind with friends in our 13th Century hall.
Popcorn machine has been secured! 

WEDNESDAY 27TH
Meet in Fellows Garden (by the Courtyard) to play with super cute pups!
The absolute perfect opportunity to meet new people and unwind midweek.

FRESHTIVAL
SATURDAY 30TH
Another college tradition, a big finalé for everyone to come together and
party the night away! A notice will be put out to buy your college-subsidised
tickets which includes a free cup, 3 live bands and a DJ, not one to miss!

EVERY NIGHT 25TH-28TH
A HUGE perk of the Freshers’ Wristband is that it also covers your entry
into the 4 biggest clubs in Durham! A great way to scope out the nightlife in
your first week.



MATRICULATION

This marks your official entry into the University. Dress up in your gowns,
attend the ceremony in the Cathedral, then the party begins! A Matriculation
Photo (pre-order here) will be taken of your year-group, then head to the
courtyard for a drinks reception, college chants, and a BBQ lunch. 

THURSDAY 28TH

MENTOR REVEAL
MONDAY 25TH, TUESDAY 26TH & FRIDAY 29TH
College Office will email you to sign up for slots to meet your College
Mentor for the year. Come have a chat and ask any questions you may have! 

MOVE-IN DAYS
SATURDAY 23RD & SUNDAY 24TH
Come and meet freps and freshers in the courtyard, and be sure to collect
your keys, campus card, and Freshers Packs in the Undie and Great Hall.
Our live music is from Ben Ellis, fresh from supporting Michael Aldag on
tour and a regular on BBC Radio One and Spotify’s New Music Friday.

TEA AND TOAST
EVERY NIGHT 24TH-29TH
Every evening we offer a quiet space with tea and/or toast in Owengate
kitchen. Members of the Welfare team will always be on hand for a chat or
some company. 

THURSDAY 28TH
An annual college tradition, meet in the courtyard and be taken for a tour
around the city with spooky surprises… be sure to wear appropriate
footwear if it’s wet weather.

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.phoenixphotography.org%2Ffreshers%2Fcastlejcr%2Findex.html&data=05%7C01%7Ccastle.developmentofficer%40durham.ac.uk%7Cce1beb8aaa874e14774a08db9cf7e324%7C7250d88b4b684529be44d59a2d8a6f94%7C0%7C0%7C638276360700559329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RvhIq857f4ByKmId53Uu9%2FVF64N48JC6cl4G%2BbGTpFs%3D&reserved=0


Buy your Freshers’ Pack (which contains your
Freshers Wristband) here 

Buy your JCR Membership here and gown (second-
hand options available) here

Pack costumes for the themes each evening if you
plan on dressing up

 Check out the Castle JCR website 
to meet your freps and exec

Follow @castlefreshersweek23 on Instagram 
and check your email information on how to join

our College Facebook group!
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https://pay.durham.ac.uk/optional-college-payments/university-college-freshers-pack-20232024
https://pay.durham.ac.uk/colleges-and-common-rooms/membership-programs/university-college-jcr-membership-20232024
https://pay.durham.ac.uk/optional-college-payments/university-college-academic-gown-undergraduates-20232024

